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Webinar Norms
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Goals for Today’s Webinar

Educators will: 
● gain strategies for connecting with their 

English learner students and families.
● discover new ways to provide contextualized 

language instruction and ensure learning in a 
rural setting. 

● get access to resources that can be further 
explored after the session.
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Rural communities?

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Low numbers of 
English learners (EL) 
are characteristic of 
most schools situated 
in rural communities.
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Rural communities:

● can be located in small towns or far from 
any incorporated town/city

● defined by geographic isolation from other 
communities

● low-density settlement patterns
● historic dependence on agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Facts about English Learners in Rural Settings...

● Most schools in rural communities enroll very few 
students for whom English is a second or new 
language. 

● Sometimes, interventions in small schools are 
dealt with as they occur, therefore procedures are 
developed as needed with support from county 
office 

● The issue of developing a comprehensive plan or 
policy for EL in a small school may be a new 
initiative.

The Education Alliance Brown University
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Facts continued...

● 44% of America's EL students live in rural communities.

● EL enrollment is often too low to establish a bilingual education 

program. So, urban EL students transferring to rural schools are 

not likely to experience the kind of program that may have been 

available to them in an urban school.

● Rural schools often don’t have access to federal funds designated 

for ELs because their EL enrollments are too low.

● Teachers in rural schools want to know more about EL 

methodology, multiculturalism, EL curriculum development, EL 

assessment, and second language acquisition theory.



The federal government estimates that that more than a 
third of rural America has little or no internet. 

How do we support students with no or slow internet?
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Roadmap 

Connection

● Connecting with 
Families- 
Principle 1

● Providing Access to 
Learning in Context- 
Principle 2 

● Providing Language 
Production Supports-
Principle 2

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rm/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rm/
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The most powerful tool you have as an educator is 
your ability to connect with and really listen to your 

students and their families.

Strategy #1 Connecting with 
Families
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What do I know about about my 
students?

Conduct a family interview to discover the 

following about your students:

● Where are they from and what is their story? 

● What prior learning and assets do they bring?

● What are their learning goals?

https://californianstogether.app.box.com/s/bslee4ttg0v331o09cz1pvm849t1d2nc
https://californianstogether.app.box.com/s/n3z5v5fq0i06ucgb4jevkxz30rrzh5z8
https://californianstogether.app.box.com/s/yzcwnqi2ieuqz7c1z9vpphvgnm41cdhg
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What do I know about about my 
students?
● What access to resources and technology do 

they have?

● How might their family support or other 
responsibilities at home affect their learning 
during this time?

● As a teacher, how do I foster a conscious active 
community in my classroom?

https://californianstogether.app.box.com/s/kzsm9w5mnvj5ffwxwlrql9v53uc7lq1k


Distance Learning Family Support Plan

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12ip5g_KTzKW-5bgQxJSKMvHudc49dJTS/view
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Creating a Community of 
Language Learners

Teachers can make 
students who speak 
other languages feel 
more comfortable by 
learning a few words 
and phrases of that 
student’s primary 

language and ask the 
student to share words 
from their language for 

all students in the 
classroom to know. This 

builds a language 
community within the 

classroom. 
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Creating a Community of 
Language Learners

As a teacher, model 
being a language 
learner…
● Demonstrate your 

openness to 
learning a new 
language

● Affirm home 
language

● Allow them to 
present and work in 
their home 
language

Watch this video resource to 
gain new ideas about 
supporting home language in 
your classroom.
“Home Language in the 
Classroom”

https://californianstogether.app.box.com/s/9quzectmgt9iwmq29h00untj46ibchb5


Tips for Using Translation Tools 
Be concise and use simple sentences. 

Avoid jargon, slang, and idioms. Use only literal terms.
 



1. Conversation
2. Camera
3. Transcribe

You can find complete instructions on all Google 
Translate tools on the web. 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/how-to-use-google-translate-app/


● Text translations: Type in text (103 languages). 
● Offline translations: Type in text offline (59 languages).
● Instant camera translations: Camera translates in real time (88 

languages).
● Photos: Take a photo and upload for more accurate translation 

(50 languages).
● Conversations: Real-time, two-way conversation (43 languages).
● Handwriting: Draw text and characters on screen (95 languages).
● Phrasebook: Save translated words and phrases.
● Tap to Translate: Tap to copy text in any app and translation pops 

up (Android only)
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Using the Google Translate 
App on your phone

This is what Google Translate 
looks like in the app on your 
phone. From here you have some 
options for how to proceed...
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Conversation Tool
If you are talking to someone and you 
don’t share a language then you should 
tap the Conversation icon to enter 
conversation mode. To explain what 
you’re doing to the other person, tap the 
hand icon at the top right and show them 
the screen. Once they understand you 
can close the pop-up message and get 
started. At the bottom, you’ll see a 
microphone symbol next to each 
language and you can take turns 
speaking and watch the app translate 
your speech and talk aloud to your 
companion in their own language. 
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Camera Tool-

If you want to translate 
a sign, something on a 

menu, or any other 
written text, then tap 

the camera icon. 
Translate will find and 
translate any text from 
the first language into 

the second.
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You can 
also hold 

your 
phone 
over 

written 
text in a 
book to 

translate.
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Transcribe ToolThe Transcribe tool lets 
you translate in near 
real-time while someone 
speaks a different 
language. You can 
transcribe a classroom 
lecture or a speech. To 
use this feature, click on 
the “Transcribe” icon from 
the home screen. You will 
then select the source 
and target languages 
from the language 
dropdown at the top.
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https://talkingpts.org/
https://talkingpts.org/
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Rules for Translations

❏ Keep it simple

❏ Keep it predictable

❏ Keep language the focus
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Strategy #2 Providing Access 
to Learning in Context
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Middle School



Picture 1 Picture 2

Kindergarten
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Strategy # 3 
Providing Language 
Production Supports
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Considerations when planning 
instruction for English Learners: 
English Learners Typologies and 
Standards

CA ELA/ELD 
Framework

CA ELD Standards

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hwgjiKdA4oPddiQJgUnYfd43Of0bMlKG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/elaeldfrmwrksbeadopted.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/elaeldfrmwrksbeadopted.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/eldstndspublication14.pdf
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Establish Language Objectives

https://achievethecore.org/aligned/using-content-and-language-objectives-to-help-all-students-in-their-learning/
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Word Banks
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Providing English learners with Structured 
Opportunities for Oral Interaction

During distance learning: Create activities where students can share with 
family or caregiver by... 
1. Posing a question
2. Having students react to the question
3. Instructing students to share with their family or caregiver
4. Asking students to post their reaction on the class site

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMWV2IC-DdI&feature=youtu.be
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Explicit Focus on Rich Academic Language

●

●

●

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-multimedia-promote-vocabulary-learning-supporting-english-language-learners-inclusive


©2020  Alliance

●

●

●

●

Nellieedge.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShBBfefJuRI&feature=youtu.be
https://nellieedge.com/free-poetry/
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Sentence Starters - Dr. Kate Kinsella



©2020  Alliance

Think Alouds

❏ During this strategy, teachers verbalize aloud 
while reading a section of a text orally

❏ While reading the section, the teacher will 
answer questions like “ Do I understand what 
I just read?” and “What were the most 
important points in this reading?” (engaging 
students)

❏ After the teacher models what to do, the 
students can start thinking-aloud, and the 
teacher will provide feedback (with gradual 
release of responsibility)

“Process of going 
through a text, reporting 
everything the reader is 
aware of noticing, doing 
seeing, feeling, asking, 
and understanding as 
he/she reads.”

Jeffrey D. Wilhelm

Resource: Improving Comprehension with Think-Aloud Strategies, By Jeffrey D. 
Wilhelm

https://slideplayer.com/slide/14104867/
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Visual Vocabulary
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Frayer Model 

CAC 2020                    ELD Toolkit pp. 24-28

https://ccsesa.org/english-learner-toolkit-of-strategies/
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Marginal Notes
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