
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GADW8Nlnc1s


1. This professional learning session is being recorded and will be 
available through the MCAP website. 

2. Resources and a copy of this presentation will be made available on 
our MCAP website

3. Please complete sign in sheet ( In the chat box)
4. Please complete the Survey at the end of this session. 

https://mcap.gocabe.org/
https://mcap.gocabe.org/
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Who is the Multilingual California 
Alliance?

The Multilingual California Project is a 3-year grant funded by the California Department of Education-Educator Workforce 
Investment Grant Program (EWIG)
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Paraeducator Professional Learning 
Webinar Series

Professional Learning Development Focus per Session:

Session 1: SEL EL Student Support Co-Creating thriving classrooms through the lens of Social
Emotional Learning(SEL) and asset based pedagogy
Date: September 21, 2021 Time: 3:00 4:30 pm

Session 2: Meeting the needs of Dually Identified Students
Understanding the legal requirements, best practices, and resources to assist English learners 
with disabilities
Date: October 5, 2021 Time: 3:00 4:30 pm

Session 3:
Designated ELD Strategies Designated English Language Development ( dELD ) promising
and effective practices
Date: November 16, 2021 Times: 3:00 4:30 pm

Session 4:
Integrated ELD Strategies Integrated English Language Development ( iELD ) promising and
effective practices
Date:December 7, 2021 Time: 3:00 4:30 pm
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Image Source: CafePress

https://www.pinterest.com/cafepressinc/


Image Source: The Curious Butterfly

Let’s brag! Which are some of the  superpowers  that students 
love about you? Please share in the chat box …



Today’s Learning Outcomes
Participants will:

1. Reflect on our professional and moral obligation to 
provide and support high-quality ELD instruction 
(Integrated and Designated ELD) that promotes 
educational equity for ELs

2. Explore the Proficiency Level Descriptors and how 
they can help us to get to know our students’ linguistic 
needs

3. Enhance your toolkit to support differentiated language 
development instruction by proficiency level



https://debratrappen.com/know-your-why/


English Learner 
Policy and 
Guidance
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Moral Obligation
Do we believe that all students can and will learn in our 
district/school?

Professional Obligation
Provide equitable access to instruction for all students.

Legal Obligation
“There is no equality of treatment merely by providing students 
with the same facilities, textbooks, teachers and curriculum…for 
students who do not understand English are effectively 
foreclosed from any meaningful education…”
Lau v. Nichols, U.S. Supreme Court, 1974



Making Equity 
a Reality



CA Vision for English Learners:

English learners fully and meaningfully access and participate in a 
21st century education from early childhood through grade twelve 
that results in their attaining high levels of English proficiency, 
mastery of grade level standards, and opportunities to develop 
proficiency in multiple languages.  (CA EL Roadmap)

English Learner Roadmap



English Learner 
Typology
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English Learner Typology

Supporting English learners in the Classroom: Best Practices for Distinguishing Language Acquisition from 
Learning Disabilities by Esparza and Brown, 2019



Focus on a Student

Think about an English learner 
student you support.

● What type(s) of English 
learner is the student?

● What are his/her strengths 
and needs in terms of 
language and literacy?



Students come to school with a 
wide range of home language 
resources to be tapped.

Students who reach proficiency 
continue to build breadth, depth, 
and complexity in their language 
use in a wide variety of contexts.
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Think about the English learner 
you selected.
● What do you think the 

student’s proficiency level 
might be?

Focus on a Student



Enhance your 
Toolkit
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 Access to 
Content

• Visuals
• Total Physical  

Response
• Realia
• Labeling
• Repetition & review

     

The Language to 
Participate

• Language Purposes 
(i.e., sequence, 
compare/contrast, 
cause/effect)

• Key Words & 
Phrases related to 
the Task

 

Knowledge of 
How English 

Works
• Condensing Ideas
• Expanding Ideas
• Verb & Verb 

Phrases

Adapted from Sobrato Early Academic Language (SEAL)

Three Components that English Learners 
Need during ELD Instruction



Academic Language
Academic language gives students 
ways to participate in the content 
they’re learning.

Language functions are what students DO.

Language demands (vocabulary, syntax and discourse) 
are the tools students USE to participate in the content 
they are learning.



What is a Language Function?

A language function explains why someone says something. 
Language functions require specific language forms.

For example, seeking information is a language function.  
Some of the language forms needed to perform this language 
function are action verbs and prepositions.

Who ____?, Where did it happen?, When did it happen?, 
Where did you find that?, How do you do that?

ColorinColorado.org with permission from Sarah Clyne © 2006



Why Focus on Language Functions? 
● Asking and responding to questions

● Describing people, places and things

● Expressing feelings and emotions

● Expressing preferences and opinions

● Comparing and contrasting 

● Expressing cause and effect

● Telling or retelling stories

● Summarizing texts



How to 
ensure that 
students have 
the academic 
language to 
participate 
meaningfully 
in the 
learning? 

Start with the content 
standards and learning 
objectives.

What are the verbs? What are 
students expected to do with 
language? What will they 
produce to show they’ve 
   done it?



Step 1. Identify the 
language function.

a. Consider the key content standard.
b. Think about the language tasks that 

students need to complete (the verbs of the 
standard). 

How will students participate in the content? 
What are we asking students to do?



Step 2. Identify the 
language demands.

a. Consider the language students will use to 
engage with the content during the lesson.

b. Identify the language demands (vocabulary, 
discourse, syntax) students will work with.



Let’s try it!

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RL.1.3.

Describe characters, settings, and major events 
in a story, using key details.

Describe ideas, phenomena (e.g., how earthworms 
eat), and text elements (e.g., setting, main idea) in 
greater detail based on understanding of a variety of 
grade-level texts and viewing of multimedia, with 
moderate support. 

CCSS.ELD.PII.1.6.Ex.

Step 1
Step 2
Step 3

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RL.1.3.



Step 3.  Determine 
what students will 
need to produce to be 
active participants in 
the learning.

a. Identify the scaffolds you’ll provide (graphic 
organizers, sentence frames, etc.).



Here is a fantastic tool for 
your consideration!



For Step 3, refer to the tool ...

• Select a graphic organizer
• Select inherent academic language
• Select grammatical aspects (language forms)
• Identify scaffolds (Prompts/questions and /or 

sentence frames)



CCSS.ELA.Literacy.W.4.3.

CCSS.ELD.PI.4.6.Ex. Step 1

Step 2

Collaborative Practice: 
Your turn!

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and 
phrases to manage the sequence of events.

Describe ideas, phenomena (e.g. volcanic eruptions), 
and text elements (main idea, characters, events, and 
the like) based on close reading of a select set of 
grade-level texts, with substantial support. 



Collaborative Practice: 
Your turn!

Step 3

• Select a graphic organizer
• Select inherent academic language
• Select grammatical aspects (language 

forms)
• Identify scaffolds (Prompts/questions and 

/or sentence frames)



Let’s use our new tool ...





Paraprofessional-Teacher 
Partnerships
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Paraprofessional-Teacher Partnerships

The Multilingual California Project is a 3-year grant funded by the California Department of Education-Educator Workforce 
Investment Grant Program (EWIG)

CISC Newcomer Group 
Module I: 

Paraprofessional-Teacher 
Partnerships



Communication 
Collaborate with teacher to establish 
effective communication protocols

 
● Pre-plan sessions with teacher(s) prior to delivering 

lessons,

● Discuss best practices with teacher(s) as it relates to 
communication with students,

● Schedule time to meet with student(s),

● Communicate student progress to the classroom/core 
content teacher(s),



How do you and the teacher(s) you support 
leverage tools, resources and materials to 
support student learning?

● Which tools, resources, and materials do you use 
to support student learning?

● How and when do you collaborate to effectively 
plan and deliver instruction?

Collaborate on the Use of 
Existing Tools and Resources 



Collaboration
      Teacher and paraprofessional collaborate to 

effectively support the student and deliver the lesson

 Teacher Role Paraprofessional Role

● What tools, resources, and materials will 
the teacher utilize to deliver instruction 
with a particular class and/or throughout 
the day?

● How will the teacher use these tools, 
resources, and materials?

● How will the teacher and paraprofessional 
work together to evaluate and select tools, 
resources, and materials?

● What tools, resources, and materials is 
the paraprofessional familiar with and use 
to assist the teacher with a particular class 
and/or group throughout the day?

● How will the paraprofessional use these 
tools, resources, and materials?

● How will the paraprofessional provide 
feedback to the teacher as it pertains to 
the effectiveness of tools, resources, and 
materials used during the lesson?
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Breakout Group:
Collaboration 

How do you currently collaborate with 
the teacher(s) you support to 

effectively support students, and to 
plan and deliver instruction?



Closing

44



©2020  MCAP Alliance

How can MCAP help me get my bilingual 
credential?

BCOE, Future Educator Support: 
● Provides guidance and assistance to aspiring teacher candidates
● Provides Individualized Pathway Plans
● Offers CBEST, CSET, and RICA support 
● Online program that allows you to continue working
● For more information about our Innovation provided to MCAP 

Partners: https://mcap.gocabe.org/innovation-3-year-2-bilingual-teacher-pathway/
● For more information on this program through BCOE: 

https://youtu.be/lL1ij-zdelI

https://mcap.gocabe.org/innovation-3-year-2-bilingual-teacher-pathway/
https://youtu.be/lL1ij-zdelI


Session 4: Integrated ELD
Integrated English Language Development ( iELD ) promising and effective 
practices

Date: December 7, 2021
Time: 3:00-4:30 pm

Survey Link: ( In the chat box)
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/paraeducators1




